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P R E F A C E. 


P ON the „ of the Acts 
of the 11th and 19th of his 


—_ Majeſty, relating to the Bread 


of this Town, the Pa of a public 
Office made it neceſſary for the Writer 
of the following Pamphlet to take the 
Af/ize into Conſideration. It was an 
Inquiry of much Perplexity, and attend- 


ed with many Difficulties, which, in 
no ſmall Meaſure, aroſe from the very 


different Accounts given, from time to 
ne, by the Bakers themſelves, even 
A 2 on 
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on their Applications to Parliament. 

However; the Reſult, at length, was 

an Opinion, that the iodine of the 

expired Laws, which was continued in 

3 the City, under the diſcretionary Power 
| of the Act paſſed in the firſt Year of 
| his preſent Majeſty, was more than a 

| ſufficient Allowance to the Bakers ; 

| as from Defects and Errors in the 4/- 

ge Table, they had a conſiderably 

greater Profit by their Trade than any 

of the Laws intended them; and as 

this Profit, in material Particulars 

was hurtful, not only to the Town, 

but to the Public in general: And, | 
therefore, he ſtruck a different Are for | 
that part of the Town, which 1s un- 
der his Fur:i/difion. He had no other 
Intention, in the Inquiry, than to ena- { 
ble himſelf to hold the Ballance (fo . 
far as it was intruſted with him) even {|| 
between the Public and a Number 1} | 
of uſeful Men, who, he thinks, are | 

juſtly 
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juſtly ew to a but Liveli- 
hood from their Labour. 


When the Bakers. applied, in the 
Seſſions of 1751, for an Augmentati- 
on, he thought, it might be of Uſe to 
make public his Opinion, with the 
Reaſons on which it was grounded; 
and accordingly he did ſo, in the fol- 
n Pampölet. 


8 Early, in the enſuing Seſſions, an 
Anſwer to it appeared, under the 
Title of, A Letter to a Member f 
Pans by a BakER. This Au- 
thor, e it muſt be confeſſed, has 
managed the Defence of the Bakers, 
with Ability, as well as Addreſs, point- 
ed out ſome Miſtakes, which were, 
chiefly, in the Hiſtorical Account of 
the Table of A/fze; a Matter, rather, 
of Curioſity than of Uſe-! But nei- 
ther his Arguments, nor. any which 
115 the 
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the Writer of this Pamphlet hath ſince 
heard of, have altered his Opinion on 
the Main Queſtion : He ſtill thinks, 
that the Bakers have the Allowance, 
which the Law intends for them, on 
the Houſhuld Bread; and that their 


Profit, at gs. a Quarter, is more 


than fully ſufficient, as the Aſſive 
Table ſtands, at preſent. 


He has corrected the Miſtakes of 


the former Impreſſions : And ſome 
Alterations are made, and Notes and 


| Obſervations added, which the Pro- 


greſs of the Diſpute, between the 
Public and the Bakers, hath fince 


made neceſſary. 


He gives this ew Edition, in Ex- 
pectation of, thereby, avoiding the In- 
conveniencies which muſt attend diffe- 

rent Aſſiges in the ſame Town: For 
he hopes, that this Republication, may 
either 
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either be productive of better Reaſons, 
than any he has hitherto heard, for al- 
tering his Opinion, ſo that he may 
agree with the City in the Augmenta- 
zion; or elſe, that his Arguments may 
induce the City to agree with Him, 
in confining the Bakers to the nine 
Shillings Allowance on the Houſhold 
Bread. 


le alſo takes this Opportunity, of 
ſubmitting to public Conſideration, 
the Inconveniencies, which, he thinks, 
the Nation ſuffers, from the erroneous 
Conſtruction of the preſent A/jize 
Table, with Reſpect to White and 
Wheaten Bread; and from the Flour 
Trade, under it's preſent Regulation : 
and of propoſing, what appears to 
him to be, the uf, and Fare 
Correction of both Evils. 


| He 
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He cannot take leave of the Ba- 
ker's Letter, without obſerving, that 
it is the firſt Performance he has met 


with, in Favour of Eſtabliſhing an 


High Continuing Premium on the 


Importation of Manufactured Corn, 
into a Country, which has a ſuffici- 
ent Quantity of Lands fit for Tillage ; 
and Water, in convenient Abundance, 
for the working of Mills / It is, in- 
deed, a melancholy RefleQtion, that 
a Third Part, (and it is to be feared, 
it might be more truly ſaid, near an 
half) of the Bread conſumed in this 
Great City, is made of imported Ma- 
terials! And, ſurely, it is a Queſtion, 
which deſerves moſt ſerious Conſide- 
ration, whether there may not be found 
out Means of making our own Lands, 
and our own 1 nduſtry, ſupply us with 


Bread! 


Ir, 
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Is, notwithſtanding his Care and 
Pains to be rightly informed, the 
Writer be however, in Fact, miſtaken; 
He will be truly thankful to any Per- 
ſon who ſhall ſet him Right : and He 
will regulate his Conduct accordingly. 
He has no Point in View, but the 
Eſtabliſhment of Truth, and the do- 
ing Juſtice to the People under the 
Care of his Magiftracy. He would 
not wiſh to bear harder upon any Set 
of Men whatever, than the Laws of 
the Country, and Public Welfare, 
make Juſtiy and Equitably neceſlary : 
But, where theſe Conſiderations enter 
the Caſe, as, He thinks, they do in- 
to the Preſent ; It is his Duty to diſ- 
regard, alike, the Cenſures or Ap- 
plauſes of Popularity, the Invectives 
of Paſfion, and the Miſrepreſentati- 
ons of Tntereft; which, as his Con- 
duct ſhall not be ruled by them, 
0 will 
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Reply, upon th 
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Attention, or 


ion. 


CONSIDE- 


N. B. The Reader is deſired to correct 


the following Errors. 


P 11 Line 28 fer, are very nearly the ſame, read though 

© not exactly, are nearly the ſame. 

P. 14 Line 17 Dele Even. 

P. 15 Line 16 for Equal to, read, much more than equal to. | 

P. 15 Line 32 for 21 , read, 21 1. * 

P. 20 Line 17 for than it comes out on the Table, read | 

than the preſent Table ſuppoſes. 

P. 28 Line 9 read, mixed and dreſſed together, make the 
White Meal, and enter &c. 

P. 45 add this Note. The Baker's Letter P. 10. ſays, the 
« burning of the Bread was owing to the Dougb's being 
« overcharged with Wet: But this is evidently a Miſtake, 
« becauſe the Wheaten, which was the drieſt, was moſt 


„ burned.” Fn 


N 
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CONSIDERATIONS, Oe. 


H E firſt Account, we have of ſettling 
the Aſize of Bread in England, is in 


the fifth Year of the Reign of K. 70h, 
(A. D. 1204) who by Proclamation fixed it for 
the two Sorts (Vhite and Coarſe) with an Allow- 
ance of 10d. + a Quarter to the Baker. The 
Table is extant in Matthew Paris, (a) 


(a) The Baker's Profit and Expences were thus e- 
ſtimated. | 


5. d. Ge 

To the Baker for his Profit, beſide Bran, o 3 
The Oven-heater 2 farthing Loaves — O O 2 

| Four Servants — — — 8 A 
Two Boys 8 — — — 9 0 4 
Salt — — — 60 OF 
Yeſt — — — o 0 * 
Candle — — — — o O 2 

Fewel — — — — 0 3 
The Bultel | — — — — oO 0:4 
O IO 8 


[=] 


KinG Henry III. in the g1ſt Year of his Reign, 4 
(A. D. 1267) exemplified the Aſiza Paris, 1 
which made an Aſſize for ſeven Sorts, on an Al- 4 

lowance of 10d. a Quarter to the Baker. ( 


The Table is drawn out for one of theſe Sorts, I 
and the Rule given for computing the Reſt : 1 
Three of theſe Sorts, in Proceſs of Time, fell in- 
to Diſuſe; but four continue to this Day, though 3 


the Names are changed; the Cockets, Fine and 
Coarſe, being now called White, the Bread made 3 
of the whole Wheat, being called J/heaten, and 1 
that made of common Wheat, being called Hou- 
Mun Bread. 


1 . 8 1 
vb 8 2 
: e 8 
5 


=— THERE was a {mall Difference between the f 
" fine and coarſe HG on the former was raiſed | 


- 


(5) The Baker's Profit and Expences are thus e- 
ſtimated. 


„ il. g. 

To his Profit, beſides Bran, — — 8 1 fl 
Two Loaves for Advantage — — 0 oO 2 
Three Servants — — 1 
Two Lads — — — 9 i 
Salt — — — — 3 
Kneading — — — 0 0 2 
Candles — — — — oO O 4 
Wood — — — 1 
Bultel — — — o O 2 
e eee 

© 10 + 


E 
the TVheaten, and on the latter the Houſtold 


Bread: but, with this little Variation, the Pro- 
portion has been all along as at this Day, viz, the 


Cocket or White being one half, and the ¶ Hheaten 
three Quarters of the Hou/bo/4 Bread. 


Tr1s Aſſize was ſet in the Weight of Pounds, 
and Shillings. At-that time, or perhaps earlier, 
the Shilling was three jfifths of an Ounce, the 
Ounce being the 7we/fth Part of a Pound. 


— 7 


Tr1s Statute makes no Difference between 
Bakers in Cities, and Foreigners; it makes 
Diſtinction in this Point with reſpect to Brewers, 
and from hence, probably, was taken the Hint of 
the F. oreign Aſſize for Bakers, which ſoon after 
came in Uſe. 


TuE Aſſize was not to vary for any Change, 
leſs than 6d. in the _— of Wheat. 


THE Principle, on which this Table is made, 


is, that a given Quantity of Corn ſhall, when 
made into Bread, bring as much Money to the 


Baker, as ſhall repay him the original Price of 


the Corn, and allo give him ſuch a Profit as is 


reaſonable for his . And there is a 
ſecondary Conſideration, in favour of the Poor, 
that this Profit ſhould not ariſe equally on all the 
Sorts of Bread, but in a greater Proportion out 

B 2 of 


5 [47] 
of the Fine than the Coarſe. Upon this general 
Scheme the Table was framed, though with no 
great Accuracy, from want of competent Skill 


in Calculation, and the ſeveral Circumſtances ne- 
ceſſary to the Subject. 


As Money altered, and Weig and +" 
varied, and ſome of the Sorts of Bread went out 
of Uſe; it was neceſſary, from time to time, to 
new calculate the Table, in order to adapt it to 
theſe Changes, and to augment the Bakers Al- 
lowance; and for this purpoſe to make Trials 
of the produce of Wheat in Meal. Theſe Al- 
terations were generally made, as they ought to 
have been, by Royal Authority; though ſome- 
times they ſeem to be made by the Clerks of the 
Market and Officers of Leets, who had the Care 


of the Aſſize, and exerciſed pretty diſcretionary 


Powers on this Article. (c 


Fon the Confuſion which length of Time 
had introduced into this Matter, the Legiſlature 
(8 an: 91 found it neceſſary to interpoſe, and give 


(c) Thus a Table was made in the Reign of Edw. J. 
with an Allowance of 15. 14. per Quarter; another 12 Hen, 
VII. allowing 25s. per Quarter; and another 39 Eliz. with 
an Allowance of 6s. to the City Baker, and 4s. to the Fo- 
reign. This Allowance was continued to 1665, and I cannot 
| Tay, how much later. See the old Book 7 Aſs Ze, rand Sheppard's 
* of Clerk Y the Market. 


a ne 


„„ 

a new Authority to the Table of Aſſize; and 
accordingly, it was eſtabliſhed, in Averdupoize 
Weight, for the three Sorts, with a Power to the 
Magiſtrates to give a reaſonable Allowance to 


the Baker ; and the Statute of 51 K. Hen III. 
was repealed. 


Tuls Kingdom was in a State of ſuch Con- 
fuſion, that we have no authentic Account of the 
Aſſize Table, before 1652. About this Time, as 
ſome of the Bakers Caſes State it, the Allowance 
to the Bakers in Dublin was fixed by the Mayor 
(who is Clerk of the Market) at 6s. the Quar- 


ter, which was at that time the Allowance in 
| England, 55 


9 IN 1670 and 1671, (in the Governments of 
the Lord Berkely, and the Earl of Eſſex) the 
1 Bakers applied to the Government and Privy 


Council, to have the Allowance enlarged: And, 
3 there was an additional Allowance of 4 Shillings - 
3 ordered them; but this was only for a Time. 
bl And ſoon afterwards, in the Government of the 


firſt Duke of Ormoud, (about 1683) a like Ap- 


plication was made to him and the Privy Coun- 


Y cil; and the Matter being referred to the Judges, 
1 they directed that Sir Humphry Fervis, the then 


Lord Mayor, ſhould cauſe a Tryal to be made of 
i three Quarters of Wheat: The reſult of Which 
: Trial 
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1 
Trial being reported by the Lord Mayor, the 
Lord Lieutenant and Frivy Council ordered, that 


an additional Allowance of four Shillings in the 
Quarter ſhould be granted to the Bakers. 


Tu Bakers of Dublin are a Fraternity of 
great Antiquity, ſubſiſting on their old Charters. 
In K. James the Second's Time, upon the diſſo— 
lution of the City Charter, there was a new one 
granted to the Bakers, dated 1gth of May, 4. 
Fac. II. Put this is void by the Eugliſb Act, 1 


FJ. and M. chap. 9. 


IN the Year 1694, Alderman George Black- 
hall, then Lord Mayor, made the preſent Table, 
Calculated on the Statute of K. Hen. III. Poſli- 
bly, he might have copied it from the Table then 


in uſe in Ezgl/and; but from a Petition of the 


Bakers to the Houſe of Commons, in 1698, al- 
ledging that the Rates were not agreeable to the 
Statutes of England, it is probable, he made ſome 
Variations from the Eugliſb Table, and N en 
corrected it by Trials of his own. 


Iſcein the Journals of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, an Addreſs ordered, on the 2oth of January 
1698, to bepreſented to the Lords Juſtices, that 
they would be pleaſed to give Directions that a 
Sire facias or Quo Warranto ſhould iſſue, for a- 


voiding the Bakers Charter; and praying that no 
Charter 


« BY 

Clans ſhould be granted to Brewers, Bakers, OF 

Butchers, i of others of the fame Trade. 

(4) But 1 do not find, whether ſuch 2½ War- 

ranto was brought, or whether there were any 

Proceedings to this Purpoſe. I this Seſſions, on ac- 

count of the Scarcity, an Addreſs was voted to the , 
' Government, to prohibit the Exportation of Corn for 

a certain Time. 


Alderman Blackhall made the preſent Table. 
The Calculation was made, at that Time, in Troy 
Weight; which in the Year 1723, when Alder- 
man John Porter was Lord Mayor, was changed 
into Averdupoize Weight; but this was only for 
the Convenience of a better Meaſure, the real 


Weight of the Bread continued the ſame. 


FROM 1698 to 1727, the common Allowance 
was 6s. a Quarter; though ſometimes, in the 
Winter, it Was 8s, 


IT is Heſs obſerved, that the Principle on 
which the Table is made, is this, (viz.) That a 


( d ) Charters, with excluſive Powers, fin Manufatures 
ſo neceſſary to the Support of Life, as the making of Bread 
is, ſeem to be a grievous Species of Monopoly : and I doubt, 
it is hardly to be expected, that the Baking Buſineſs can be 

brought under due Regulation, by Magiſtrates, white ſuch 
excluſive Charters ſubſiſt. 


given 


£03 
given Quantity of Corn ſhall, when made into 
Bread, bring as much Money to the Baker, as 


ſhall repay him the original Price of the Corn; 


and alſo, beſides that, give him a Profit at the Rate 
of {o much on the Quarter, as an Allowance for 
his Expences, Pains, and Livelihood. All the 
Laws on this Subject go on a Suppoſition that 
the Baker's Allowance is his only Profit: but 
from Defects in theſe Laws, the contrary is the 
Caſe, as will be ſhewn hereafter. 


Tur foreign Aſſize obliged All who baked for 
Sale, to become free of the Corporation, or to 
pay Quarterage. Alderman Bl/ackhall laid it a- 
ſide; and the Houſe of Commons, in 1698, 
voted that all Bakers ſhould be at Liberty to bake 
without paying Quarterage. From this Time it 
has been only reſumed, and laid on, occaſionally, 
until about the Year 1741; ſince which Time it 
has not been uſed at all, I do ſuppoſe, that the 
occaſional Uſe of this Aſſize, together with the 
Baker's Practice of buying by heaped Barrels, was 
the Reaſon of their being ſo quiet, that we hear 
of no publick Applications made by them, from 
Alderman Blackha/Ps "Time, untill 1729. 


In the firſt Year of his preſent Majeſty, the 
Act paſſed for regulating the Aſſze. It eſtab- 
liſhed this Table, with a Power to the Magiſtrate 
to make the Baker a reaſonable Allowance, and 

gave 


82 
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gave 4 diſcretionary Power to the Lord Mayor 


and ſix Aldermen of the City of Dublin, 


and to the Seneſchals, and Magiſtrates, with- 


in their reſpective Juriſdictions, to increaſe 
the Allowance to the Bakers, as they ſhould 


judge neceſſary. 


Tur Bakers, as is before-mentioned, had 
made a Practice, in buying their Corn, 
of agreeing to have ſome Quantity given to 
them, above the lawful Meaſure; this was to 
the Diſadvantage of the Farmer, and contra- 


ry to many old Acts, and to the Acts of 


12 Eliz. and 7 Will, III. and therefore an 


Act paſſed this ſame Seſſions (x Geo. II. 


Chap. 10.) to prohibit this Practice for the 
future, and to oblige them to wy by Strike 


| Meaſure, | . 


AFTER paſling of theſe Statutes, the Ba- 
tere, in Lord Carteret's Government, about 


1729 or 1730, made an Application to the 


Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council, com- 
plaining that the Allowance, which was 6s, 
was too ſmall : they were referred to the 
ph, Serjeant, Attorney, and Sollicitor Gene- 
ral, who reported, that the Lord Mayor was 
not confined to the Allowance by the Act; 

and that in an Affair of ſuch general Gon- 


cern, it would be proper for the Government 
G | and 


19 4 


and Privy Council to recominend the Baker*s 
Caſe to him, Hereupon the Lord Mayor 
cauſed Trials to be made, and granted the 
Bakers an Additional Allowance of 4 Shil- 
lings: but this Addition was continued but 
for a few Weeks. 


In the Mayoralty of Alderman Nuttal (in 
the Year 1731) the Bakers applied to the 
Lord Mayor tor an additional Allowance: 
They printed their Caſe, and ſet forth as 
an Hardſhip, that the Table of Aſize was 
made on the Caſt of Ezg/iſþ Grain, which 
they charged to be of a thinner Rind, and 
to produce more Flour than the Grain of 
Ireland: And in another Caſe publiſhed ſoon 
after, they alledged the Difficulties laid on 
them by the Strike Barrel, which being, as 
they ſaid, and I believe truly, but about 17 Stone, 
was three Stone or thereabouts leſs than the 
old Meaſure, by which they had bought, when 
the Aſſize Table was ſet. When this laſt Caſe 
was printed, in the Year 1732, they applied 
to Alderman Humphrey French (then Lord 
Mayor) and he gave them an additional Al- 
lowance of two Shillings in the Quarter. 


In the 5th of his dent Majeſty, Appli- 
cation was made to Parliament to have this 


Matter regulated by another Law. The Bakers 


Were 


1 1 
were fully heard, and Experiments were made 
before a Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. The Bakers propoſed a new Table 
of Aſſize, made, as they ſaid, all on 1r:/þ 
Corn, and on Weight. And it was framed 
on a Suppoſition, that the Quarter of Wheat 
produced but 37 Stone 3 Pounds of Hon 
hold Bread. The Reſult of the whole Pro- 
ceeding was, that the old Table was conti- 
nued, the Allowance to the Baker made Eight 
Shillings, with the like Power to the Lord 
Mayor and Six Aldermen, and to the Seneſ- 
chals, and Magiſtrates, to enlarge it: And 
all Corn was to be ſold by Weight. Which 
laſt Proviſion of ſelling by Weight, and the 
rating the Quarter at 40 Stone, was ex- 
preſſly deſired by the Bakers, as appears by 
their printed Caſe in 1734, and in reality, it * 
gave them as much as the heaped Barrel. 


Tus Matters reſted till about 1745, when 
the Bakers again applied to Parliament, in order 
to get their new Table of Aſſize eſtabliſhed. 
They alledged, that the ſubſiſting Table was 
taken from the Eugliſh Act paſſed in the gth 
Year of Queen Aun. The foregoing Hiſtory 
of the Table ſhews this Allegation to be a 
Miſtake ; although it is certain, the Tables 
arc very nearly the ſame, and both were made 
from the ſame kind of Corn, 7, e. equally . 
"0 good: 
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good: But whether 7hat uſed for the Triſh 
Table (if a Trial was made for framing it) 
was Engliſh Corn, or Triſh, which produced 
as much, docs not appear. They alledged 
alſo, that the Allowance was not equal, for 
that their Profits were much leſs upon the 
Houſhold, than upon the White and Wheaten 
Bread; and that upwards of Ten Thouſand 


Loaves of the former were conſumed for one 


of the latter (e). 


IT is to be obſerved, that the Act of the 
firſt of his preſent Majeſty, ordered the Ma- 
giſtrate, in ſtriking the Aſſize, to have Re- 

| a h peer 


e) The dite- Loaf is one half, and the eaten 
three Quarters, of the Houſhold : And (as will be ſhewn 
more fully hereafter) it is certain, that the Baker's 
gain 1s vaſtly greater on the two firſt Kinds than on 
the laſt ; and for this Reaſon the Courſe of Baking, 
before the Year 1727, was turned into the making 


Wheaten Bread, to the great Diſtreſs of the Poor: To 


remedy this, The Act (1 Geo. 2) takes Notice, that 
of late the Bakers had not made a ſufficient Quantity 
of Houſbold; and then enacts, That they ſhall make 
the ſame Quantity of Houſbold as of Wheaten, This 
Proportion has not been varied by the ſubſequent Laws; 
can it therefore be believed, that the Bakers will bake 
10,000 Houſhold Loaves to x of Wheaten, to their 
evident Loſs, when the Law only 6bliges them to 
bake one? Therefore, this Aſſertion of the Bakers is 
incredible, and hath of late been retracted by them, 
as a Vague indeterminate Expreſſion. 


9 


C33 1. 


ſpect to the Price of the Grain, Meal or 


7 


Fhur (f), whereof the Bread was made; 
but there not being ſufficient Proviſions for 
the bringing of the Flour into the Aſſize, 
and enforcing juſt and perfect Returns of it, 
eſpecially that imported, nor of the imported 
Corn or Meal; and the Act not having 
fixed a determined Meaſure between the Flour 
and the Quarter of Corn ; neither the Flour 
nor imported Corn were regularly, if at all, 
brought into the Aſſize. 
TINGS 


(/) In the ſeveral Acts of Parliament, and through- 
out this Paper, Flour is conſidered as diftin& from 
Meal. By Flour is meant the fine Flour, or firſts and 
feconds : This is only fit for the White Bread; there 
muſt be ſome coarſer Flour mixed with it for Wheaten ; 
and for Houſhold there muſt be -fir/fs, feconds and 
thirds, and ſome of the Bran, which laſt Mixture is 
properly Meal, It is neceſſary to keep this Diſtinction in 
mind in all Conſiderations of the baking Trade. It is 
alſo a very material Diſtinction, with regard to the 
Duties on Importation, Meal of Wheat is not charg- 
ed by the Act. of Exciſe, but it is liable to 6d, a 
Barrel under the Act of Cuſtoms: The Act 1ſt Geo. 
II. Chap. 6, charges Flour of Meal of Wheat, with 
6d. per hundred Cuſtom, and as much Exciſe, 

The Writer of the Letter aſſerts, the Flour bought by 
Bakers is moſtly uſed in Houſhold Bread. This cannot 
be the Fact, for the rie and ſeconds are too fine, and 
in Truth, Thirds alone will make whiter Bread than 
the Houſbold. When the is and feconds of the 


Quarter 


» — 
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Tulixos ſtanding thus, the Matter was 
conſidered in Parliament in the 19th Year of 
his preſent Majeſty, and an Act paſſed to give 
the Bakers one Shilling more er Quarter Al- 
lowance on Houſhold Bread: And Powers, 
though ſtill very inadequate, were given to 
Magiſtrates to enforce the Returns of Flour, 
Corn, and Meal, when imported ; and in or- 
der to take the Flour into the Aſſize, three 
hundred and a half of Flour was rated as 
equal to. a Quarter of Corn; This was a 
Law only for two Years. 


Hereupon, the Flour was brought into the 
Aſſize. But the Miſchief of this Law was, 
that the Meaſure. for the Flour was unequal 
by more than a Seventh Part : three hundred 


of Flour being, on even the preſent Table, 


much more than equal to a Quarter of Corn; 
and conſequently the additional half hundred 
was really, in Effect, not brought into the 
Aſſize, though the Price of the three hundred 
and an half, being returned as the Price of 
the Quarter, might raiſe the Middle Price of 
the Market. This unequal Meaſure made it 
the Baker's Intereſt to buy Flour . inſtead of 


Quarter are uſed in this Way, the thirds and Pollard 
muſt be mixed with them, to make Houſbold Meal. 


Nay it will bear a mixture of ſome of the Bran cut 
into ſhort Meal. 


Corn 
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Corn (). This Matter was underſtood in 


the Parliament in 1749. (23 Geo. 2). And 
in the Bill for continuing the Act of the 
19th, the Matter was, in ſome Degree, mended, 

and 


(2) To explain this more fully. By Experiments of 
the beſt Mills of the Kingdom, only three hundred 
weight or twenty four Stone, of firfls and ſeconds can 
be produced from 40 Swne of Wheat; and perhaps, 


there are not three Mills in the Kingdom which can 


produce ſo much: 23 Stone and an half is a reaſon- 


able ſuppoſition. But in this is included the Miller's 
Toll, which is about 1 Stone 2155; ſo that this ſhould 


be deducted, and the Produce ſhould be reckoned to 
the Baker but 22 Stone 5 45. And as this Flour 1s 
for white Bread, the Baker's Profit on 22 Stone 5 56. 


of it is equal to, and conſequently, on 24 Stone cr 3 


hundred weight of it, is vaſtly greater than, what the 
Law ſuppoſes him to make of a Quarter of Corn, 
out of which, he is to make White, Wheaten, and 
Houſveld Bread ; for Inſtance, 

* Suppoſe the middle Price of Wheat, excluſive of 
any Allowance, - to be 11. 11s. per Quarter, and 
Flour 10s. 4d. per hundred; then the Price of 3 hun- 


dred of Flour, is equal to the Price of the Quarter 
of Corn. 


The Aſſize being ſtruck, with the Allowance of 8s. 


on White and Wheaten, and 9s. on the Houſhold, 


the Bakers Profit will ſtand thus on his Corn. Accord- 
ing to the Experiments 'hereafter mentioned, he will 
have of Sixpenny Loaves. 
„ Whits 3 4 
Wheaten 21 9 » 
Houſhold 48 


1 — 


* 


Which 


at | 16 1 


and the Meaſure reduced to three hundred ( 
The Bill was altered in this particular elſe- 


where; and upon its return, thrown out by 
the 


Which amount to — — 
Beſides, Bran worth — — 


Total 2 10 2 


So that here, the Baker has tos. 2d. a Quarter, above 
his Allowance. 
But the Baker, baking his 3 hundred of Flour into 
white Bread, has 127 Sixpenny Loaves, 

Which amount to — — — 8 

So he gains, above his Allowance — — 1 4 6 

Conſequently, if rating 3 Hhds. of Flour, as equal 
to a Quarter of Corn, he gains ſo much above his Al- 
lowance; his Gain muſt be greater in proportion, 
when it is rated at 3 Hhds. and an half, on which he 
gains 1 J. 88. 6d. | 

'This half hundred is really not brought into the 
Aſſize for the Conſumption, though it is brought in 
for enhancing the middle Price of the Market, For 
Example ; ſuppoſe the middle Price of Grain would be 
one Pound Eleven Shillings, and that the Baker returns 
the Flour which he buys at 108. 4d. per hundred; 3 
Hhds. being rated equal to a Quarter, the middle 
Price of the Market will not be affected: But when 
3 Hhds. and an half is the Meaſure, he then returns 
as the Price of his Quarter of Flour, 11. 16s, 2d. 
which is a higher Price by 5s. 2d. And of Conſe- 
quence, this muſt, if there be any Quantity of it, 
Taiſe the middle Price of the whole Market. 

( The * Baker's Letier, p. 12. miſrepreſents or 


miſtakes this Matter. It is not here contended for (as 
this 


ä 

the Houſe of Commons: By which Means 
all the Acts relating to the Aſize of Bread 
(except the Firſt of his preſent Majeſty) ex- 
pired, on the riſing of that Seſſions. 


THERE was an Attempt to have the Act 
of the 19th, conſidered as a perpetual Law. 
But the Seneſchal of one of the adjacent Li- 
berties, being of Opinion, that it was ex- 
pired, and three Lawyers. of Eminence con- 
curring in Opinion with him, that Scheme 
was waived, The Lord Mayor gave the full 
Allowance .of the expired Law, but did not 
take the Flour into the Aſſize. "The Seneſ- 
chal ſtruck an Aſize for his Liberty, on the 
Act of the Firſt of his preſent Majeſty, and 
gave only fix Shillin gs Allowance. 


UxpR theſe Circumſtances, the Bakers : 
apply at preſent, (1751. 25 Geo. 2:) to have 
their zew Table of Aſſize eſtabliſhed, alledg- 


this Writer would inſinuate) that the Baker can have as 
much Profit on 3 Hundred of Flour, as on 3 Hundred and 
an half: But it is inſiſted on, that he can make more 
Profit on 3 Hundred of Flour, than the Law fuppoſes 
him to make on a Quarter of Corn. 

The Calculations, p. 14, of the Letter are on 2 
Suppoſition of the Flour's being made into the Houſ- 
hold Bread; but this is not fair, for the Reaſons 
given in the Note, p. 13. 


ing 


81 
ing the Reaſons they formerly offered; and 


that, the Price of Proviſions having riſen, they 
cannot gain an honeſt Livelihood. 


WI TH regard to the Increaſe of their Ex- 
pences, it appears by their printed Caſes not 
to be conſiderable. In 1731, they reckoned 


their Expence of baking one Quarter of 


Wheat to be 5 Shillings and 2 Pence. In 


the Caſe they printed in 1746, and alſo, in 


that they printed the other Day, they rec- 


kon it but 5 Shillings and 7 Pence. I am in- 


clined to think, they have miſtaken in ſome of 
their Eſtimates ; for within theſe laſt 20 Years, 
Proviſions and other Neceſſaries are grown 
much dearer. But, when this Matter comes 
to be. conſidered, it will appear that the Profit 
of the Baking Trade is much greater, than 
is apprehended. | 


Taz Table now ſuppoſes, that 40 Stone 


of Wheat, which is made a Quarter, baked 


into Howſho/d Bread, will produce (reckon- 
ing in the Value of the Bran) within 4 
Pounds of 40 Stone of ſuch Bread, at leaſt: 
For if One Shilling gives the 12 Penny Hou/hold 
Loaf; the Middle Price of the Quarter, with 
the Allowance, will give 39 Stone 10 Pounds 


E 2 


[19] 
as the Produce of the Quarter of Wheat in 


Houfhold Bread c ; ) 
TuIs 


(1) A Dicken hath lately been ſtarted, with Rela- 
tion to the Miller's Toll; ſome Perſons ſuppoſing that 
the Toll is to be charged on the Baker : But this Opinion 
is Erroneous; for the Law ſuppoſes that the remaining 
Griftl, received from the Miller (after deducting the 
Toll, and waſte) will Jugs 39 Stone 10 lb. of a 
Bread. 


This appears from the A/izes of K. Fobn and K. 
Henry III. in both which there is an Eſtimate of the 
Baker's Expences, but the 7% is not reckoned among 
them: So that it was not conſidered as coming at all 


to him, as in Fact it did not; for at that Time, or 
perhaps long before, it was ſettled, by Cuſtom, to a 


zoth or 24th Part (v. Stat. at large 1 Vol. p. 85) 
and being deducted in kind, the Baker had only the 
Remainder to work upon. 

In ſome of the ſubſequent e e (as parti- 
cularly, in that made 12 XK. Henry VII.) The Tull is 
conſidered 'as an Expence, and taken as ſuch into the 
Eſtimate, But it does not appear by what Authority 
theſe Augmentations were made; and conſidering the 
Toll in this Light is wrong, and, contrary to the ori- 
ginal Formation aud Principle of the Table, which is 
founded on the Suppoſition of the Toll's being firſt 

deducted out of the Corn, before the Baker” O - Buſineſs 

begins upon it. | 


By the Table, the 15 2 of the . is fixed, and 
the Weight varies. In LONDON, the Table is altered in 
this Reſpet ; but ſuch an Alteration would not ſuit 
the Poor of this Kingdom, who would find it, at leaſt, 
as difficult to be informed of the weight as of the 
Price; and beſi 4 the weekly Viſitations and Seizures 

D 2 | made 


[20] 
Tr1s the Bakers attempt to anſwer, by 
faying, that the Table was calculated on Ex- 
periments made on Ergh/h Corn only; and 
by ſaying, it was calculated on the heaped Bar- 
rel. But this laſt Aſſertion is not now any 
Anſwer ; becauſe the 40 Stone are equal to 
the two heaped Barrels: and fo the Bakers 
admitted, by their Caſe, in 1734. And ſup- 
poſing the Table to have been calculated on 
Engliſh Corn, I am aſſured the Difference of 
hy Caſts of the Engliſh Corn ſent here, and 
the Iriſh, is not very conſiderable : Nay, The 


Bakers have occaſionally alledged, that it :is 
often in Favour of the Iriſh (k). 


Bur the Quantity of Houſhold Bread made 
of Iriſh Corn, taking in the Value of the Bran, 
is more than it comes out on the Table. 


F orty 


made by our Magiſtrates, are better Cheques on Frauds, 
and are a Remedy more adapted to the leſs careful 
Temper of our People, than the being obliged to ap- 


ply by Complaint, on every particular Impoſi tion, as 
would be the Caſe, if the Price was to vary. 


(#) But ſuppoſing there is a Difference, yet the 
Boker may well give up that Point to the Publick, be- 
ing more than compenſated for it, as he certainly is by 
the Benefit of that difference in his Trade, and raiſing 
the middle Price of the Market ; which muſt be the 
Caſe, while Returns are made of the imported Corn and 


Flour under the preſent defective Laws - but of this more 
fully hereafter, | 
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Forty Stone of middle priced Wheat, dreſt for 
the three Kinds of Bread, aſter deducting Toll, 
Loſs in drying, and Waſte in dreſſing, give 
Twenty- nine Stone of neat Meal, and 7 Stone 
8 Ib. of Bran () This Quantity; ſuppoſing 
it all made into Houſho/d Bread, will produce 
9 Stone two Pounds of Bread : but being 
dreſt for the three Kinds, there is not ſo much 
of the Bran left in, as if it were dreſt for Houſ- - 
Bold only; ſo that we may ſafely conclude, 
that the Quantity of Houſbold Bread in a Quar- 
ter, is nearly as the Table rates it. Bread is a 
Compoſition of Meal, Water, Salt and Barm: 


And 
7 Lam well ſatisfied, that this Computation of the 


Meal is not too large. The Griſt, as the Miller de- 
livers it to the Baker, is capable of five different Se- ' 
parations by - bolting, (viz.) into Pirfts, Seconds, Thirdr, 
Pillard and Bran : and only the laſt of theſe Separati- 
ons need (as even the Baker's Letter p. 9. admits) 
be made for Houſbold Mea; which, conſequently 
contains all, that would be Firſts, Seconds, Thirds, and 

Pollard, if dreſſed in another Manner, Twenty nine 
Stone of ſuch Houſhold Meal, and above fix Stone of 
Bran, from forty Stone of middle priced Wheat (after | 
deducting the 7, Loſs in Drying, and all Waſte) is 2 
fair mean Produce, taking the Vear throughout, and 
rather under th: 1 over. This appeared to be the Pro- 
duce from a Medium of ten different Experiments 
made, with Accuracy, in December 1756. And therefore, 
the Baker, having at leaſt 29 Stone of Fhuſbold Meal, 


is juſtly chargeable with that Quantity, and 6 Stone 
of Bran, 
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And from Experiments, particularly one made 
at the Workhouſe in March 1732, it appears, 


that one third of the Compoſition is Water, 
Salt, and Barm, in Honu/hold Bread: That 


near a third is ſo in Wheaten: And more 


than a third in White: (m) And that the 
Dough, when by baking, reduced about one 


tenth of the Weight, which went into the 


Oven, makes Bread ſufficiently baked in the 
three Kinds (n). The Baker's Profit is, in 
Truth, more than his Allowance at all times. 
On the Houſbold Bread it is about a Shilling 
more; for though the Produce of the Quar- 


ter 


(m) Corn, very dry, may bear more; and when damp; 
not ſo much. However, it is but a reaſonable Pre- 
ſumption, that the Bakey is competently ſkilled in buy- 


ing Corn, and that he indemnifies himſelf by the 
Abatement in Price againſt Dampneſs, thick Rind, &c. 
and in Fact, I am informed, he doth this very liberal- 


ly, in the Abatement of Price which he obliges the 


Farmer to make him, on Account of Loſs to be ſuſ- 
tained by Kiln drying. But Corn is not damp above a 
third Part of the Year: and from Experiments it ſa- 
tisfaQorily appears, that in middle priced Corn, taking 
the Year throughout, the aſſuming a third Part of the 
Compoſition of the Dough to be Liquor, is a very fa- 
vourable Suppoſition to the Baker. 

(n) The Evaporation from the Dough in the Oven, 
is but about a Zenth, as is clear from Experiment. 
The Police of Paris allows for it, only about a twelfth - 
But if it were a ninth, the Queſtion! now ſubſiſting be- 
eween the Publick and the Bakers, would not be there- 
by 


(1 
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ter in Hou/hold Bread is a little under what 
che Table computes it, yet that Deficiency is 
more than made up in the Bran. In the other 
Kinds, his Profit is not only always greater 
but it alſo riſes, as Corn is dearer. To ex- 
Plain this more fully. 


by affected; for, on Suppoſition of the . being 
2 Mw the Baker hath more than his full Quantity of 
 Houſhold Bread. For Inſtance; the Baker having (after 
deducting the Toll, and all Waſte in Kiln drying, Grind- 
ing, and Dreſſing) twenty-nine Stone of Houſbold Meat, 
and fix Stone of Bran, 

His Dough is — — 43 Stone 7 1b. 

Bread = — 38 Stone 9 lb. 6 o. 
Bran, at 22d. per Stone, more | | 
than equal in Value to Bread (* e 7D 


39 Stone 10 lb. 


Then (the middle Price of Wheat, with the gs. Al- 
lowance being, for Example, 1/. 18s. per Quarter) 
this 38 Stone 9 lb. 6 oz. of Bread is divided into 37 
Twelve penny Loaves, bating 3 Farthings, and the 
Bakers Account with the Publick ſtands thus, 


Cr. Dr. 1 
For his Corn and For 37 Loaves Wo 
Allowance 1 185 bating 3d. br 16 11 1 
For Bran ox 3 
— —— 
1 18. 2 ＋ 


Which is a Gain &f 2:d,—But if the Zvaporation be 
only a tenth (as I believe the Truth to be) his additio- - 
nal Gain ls about gd, or 10d, 

Bx 
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Buy Calculations on the Experiment a- 
bovementioned it appears, that 40 Stone of 
Wheat produce 1oglb. of Dough for White 
Bread; 130lb. for Wheaten 3 and g71lb. 
for Houſtola Bread. Theſe Quantities of 
\ Dough, when the middle Price (including the 
Allowance to the Baker) is 11. 115. for the 
White and Wheaten, and 1 J. 126. for the 
| Flouſhold, produce 21 Sixpenny Loaves of 
White Bread, and ths of a Loaf; 17 of 
Wheaten, and near zths of a Loaf; and 38 of 
| Houſhold, and near one half of a Loaf; which 
amount to x J. 18s. 104. to which being ad- 


died, 17. 64. for the Bran, the whole is Two 


Pounds and four Pence, which is 8s, 44d. 
above the higheſt Allowance. | 


| BuT when the Middle Price, (with the Al- 
lowance to the Baker) is 17. 19s. od. for 
the White and Wheaten, and 21. os. od. for 
the Houſhold, theſe reſpective Quantities of 
Dough will produce 27 White Sixpenny Loaves, 
and an half of a Loaf; 21 Wheaten, and 
ths of a Loaf; and 48 Houſbold; or 2 J. 
87. 8d. to which adding the Bran, the Whole 
is 2 /. 107. 24. which is 10. 24, above the 
higheſt Allowance ; and conſequently, the Baker's * 
* Gain in this /a/? Caſe i is 17. 104. above what 


it is in the fir /#. 
4 Tanis 
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TH1s. is the Caſe, when the Bakers make 
the three Kinds, which the Law ſuppoſes 
them to do: But, as it is before obſerved, 
this Increaſe of Profit as the Price of Corn 
riſes, does not lye in the Hou/ſhold Bread, but 
in the White and Wheaten. The true Reaſon 
of which is, that, in the Houſbold, the Quarter 
does not produce ſo much Bread as the Table 
ſuppoſes it to do, without taking the Value of 
the Bran into the Computation, But when the 
Value of the Bran is taken in, the Baker hath 
a Gain above what the Law ſuppoſes him to 
have; and that additional Gain conſiſts in Brau? 
But in the Vheaten (and much more ſo in the 
Il hite) the real Produce of the Quarter, in 
Bread, is ſeveral Stone more than the Table 
ſuppoſes it. Conſequently, in the Houſfold 
Bread, the Exceſs, being in Bran, (the Value 
whereof doth not alter ſo much) may, for this 
Purpoſe, be conſidered as an unvarying Quanti- 
ty; But in the other Caſes, being in Bread, 
that Bread will be more or leſs valuable, ac- 
cording to the Size of the Loaf, which varies 


with the middle Price of the Wheat (9). 
| E 1 


(0) The Letter Writer endeavours to diſcredit the 
Experiment made at the Yorkhouſe, which, notwith- 
ſtanding his Objections, and the Arts, or Errors, of 


ſome of the Perſons concerned to defeat it, I ſill think 
to 
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TraT they have an Advantage on the 
Dearneis of Corn, may further appear, from 
| con- 


to have been made on true Principles: and it is con- 
firmed by other Experiments, as to the Produce in Meal, 
the Quantity of Liquor added, and the Lofs by Eva- 
poration; which are all the material Facts: For from 
them, the Produce in Bread may be, with abſolute cer- 
tainty, deduced by Calculation. 

This Writer doth not deny the vaſt Gains made by 
the Baker, on the White and Wheaten ; but he ſays, 
& there are not above fourteen Bakers who do any 
“ Thing conſiderable in that Branch of the Trade.“ 
If this be true, there is then the leſs Reaſon for con- 
tinuing this exceſſive Gain, in favour of fourteen Peo- 
ple, at the Expence to the Nation of all the Abuſes 
of the Flour Trade. | 

The Law, at preſent, . that the Baler, having 
from 40 Stone of Corn, 39 Stone 1olb. of Houſhold 
Bread (which, including the Value of the Bran, may 
be made from about 29 Stone of Houſbold Meal, which 
the Quarter, or 40 Stone, of Middle Price Wheat will 
give, after taking out the 7% and all Wafte,) is repaid 
the original Price of his Cern, and hath, for his Ex- 
pences and Profit, the Allowance which the Law gives 
him, and no more. This Suppoſition is near the 
Truth, and the whole Quarter of Corn is pretty well 
accounted tor, in the Heuſbold Bread. 

But the Caſe is far otherwiſe with Reſpe& to the 
 Wheaten and White: and herein the Aſſize is Ronny 
Erroneous, 

The Mheaten Loaf being only three Fourths of the 
Houſbold, the Law ſuppoſes the Baker to have Nothing 
elſe from his Quarter but Twenty-nine Stone Eleven lb. of 
Wheaten Bread (which is made from about Twenty-two 

| Stone 


1971 


conſidering that the Complaints of the Bakers 


have been always loudeſt in cheap Seaſons. 
IT 


Stone of Wheaten Meal,) and that this Quantity of Eea- 
ten Bread repays the Baker the original Price of the Quar- 
ter of Corn, and gives him the legal Allowance. 
Whatever, therefore, he gets out of the Quarter beſides, 
is all clear Gain above his n and is unaccount- 
ed for to the Publick. 

In like Manner, the White Loaf being half of the 
Houſbold, the Law, in giving the Allowance, ſuppoſes 
the Baler to have Nothing out of the Quarter but 


Nineteen Stone Twelve Ib. of White Bread (which may 


be made from about Fourteen Stone Eight Ib. of Flour) 
conſequently every Thing elſe which the Quarter pro- 
duces, is ſo much clear Gain to the Baker ; and ab- 
ſolutely unaccounted for to the Publick. 


| Now the Bakers have alledged, that Forty Stone of 


Middle priced Wheat will produce three hundred and 
an half, or Twenty-eight Stone, of Flour: But in this 


they are wrong ; it will yield about Twenty-three Stone 
and an half of Firfis and Seconds, and about Four Stone 


of Thirds. But from this the . Toll is to be deducted ; 


ſo there is left to the Baker about "Twenty-two Stone 


Five Ib. of Fire and . and about Four Stone of 


Thirds. ö 
All the Thirds of the Gris 2 refed, may enter 


the Compoſition of Mheaten Bread, when the Firſts 


and Seconds of it are uſed in this Way. But ſup- 
poſe, for Argument's ſake, only Two Stone to be 


taken in. Then the Baker hath 24 Stone 5lb, of Hhza- 


ten Meal, which makes 32 Stone 12lb. of Wheaten 


Bread. So that in this Caſe, he hath clear Gain, over 


and above his Allowance, and the Price of his Corn, 
3 Stone Ilb. of Wheaten Bread, beſides 2 Stone of 
E 2 = Thirds, 
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IT is before obſerved, that the Strike Bar- 
rel did not weigh at a Mean above 17 Stone, 
or 


Thirds, the Pllard and Bran, all unaccounted for to the 
Publick. 

Seconds, with a ſmall biintare of Firſis, will make 
White Bread, as well coloured as that uſually ſold for 
ſuch in Dublin. But to avoid Diſputes, let it be ſup- 
poſed, that all the Firſis and Seconds of the Quarter, 
mixed and dreſſed together, enter the Compoſition of White 
Bread. So that, from his 22 Stone 5lb. of Flour, the 
Baker hath about 30 Stone of Mhite Bread; and con- 
ſequently, in this Caſe, he hath clear Gain, over and 
above the Price of his Corn, and Allowance, 10 Stone 
alb. of Jhite Bread, 4 Stone of Thirds, the Pollard 
and the Bran, all unaccounted for to the Publick. | 
If the Reader deſires farther Satisfaction on this Point, 
he may ſee it diſcuſſed, with great Ingenuity and Judg- 
ment, in a Pamphlet publiſhed in the Year 1753, 
Entituled Ob/ervations on the Table of Aſſixe, 27 a Jour- 
neyman Baker. | 

It is true, that the 1 deſigned to make the 
Baker's Profit greater on the J/hite and IVheaten, than 
on the Houſhold, Bread. But it is not credible that ſuch - 
an exceſſive Difference was intended! The Exceſs muſt 
have been owing to Miſinformation, and the want of 
competent Skill in thoſe who firſt * the Table; 
and it ſeems Time to have it rectified! A juſtly regula- 
ted Ae ſhould oblige the Baker to give 

30 Stone of White Bread, from 40 Stone of Wheat. 

32 Stone 121b. of Mbeaten Bread, from 40 Stone of 

Wheat. | And, 
39 Stone 1olb. of Houſhold Bread, from 40 Stone of 
Wheat, as in the preſent Table. 
And 22 Stone, or 2 Hd 3ths of Flour, ſhould be rated 
as equal to a Quarter of Corn. | On 
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or 17 and an half; | conſequently, the Quar- 
ter was not above 35 Stone: and while the 
Baker was bound by Law to buy 3 to 
this Meaſure, he was, if he conformed to 
Law, a Loſer by the Houſhold Bread, the 
Table charging him with a Quantity which 
the Quarter did not produce; and therefore, 
if that Meaſure had been continued, it would 
have been juſt in the Legiſlature to relieve the 
Bakers by a new Table, as they deſired in 
the Seſſions of 1734. But the Parhament 
thought it more adviſeable, to give the Bakers 
Redreſs in another Way, which was, by mak- 
ing 40 Stone the Quarter; and this the Ba- 
kers then admitted to be equal, at a Medium, 
| | to 


On ſuch a Table, the 7/bte Loaf would be about three 
Fourths, and the J/heaten four Fifths, of the Houſbold; 
and without any ſenſible Inconvenience, may be ſo ſety 
theſe being the neareſt commodious Fractions. 

In this Scheme, the whole Quarter is ſufficiently well 
accounted for, in the Houſhold Bread ; But in the White, 
The Thirds, Pollard, and Bran, por in the Wheaten, 
Part of the Thirds, the Pollard and Bran, remain with 
the Baker unaccounted for ; and there will be no great 
Miſchief in leaving them with him, as a liberal Al- 
lowance for Accidents, and an additional Profit, to com- 
penſate, at all Events, for the Exactneſs required in the 
 Hhouſhold : and this would be keeping up, in a reaſonable 
Degree, to the original Intention in framing the A/Fze. 

Upon theſe Principles, a Table has been computed, 
which, in my Opinion, would be juſt and reaſonable be- 

tween 


E 
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to two heaped Barrels: and Experiments prove, 
that it will produce the 39 Stone 1olb. of 
Houſhold Bread ſuppoſed by the Table. The 
Legiſlature alſo, in that Seſſions, gave the Ba- 
kers an additional Allowance of 27. and a- 
gain in the Seſſions of the 19th rs. more, on 
the Houſhold; and yet now (17 51) they ap- 

ply again for the Table computed, in 1734, 

on a Suppoſition that the Quarter produces only 
37 Stone zlb. of Houſhold Bread; which is, 
in other Words, aſking a double Payment 
by a further Allowance of 2s. 64, a Quar- 
ter; that being the preſent Price of two Stone 
and a half of Wheat, 


Tux weekly Confumprion | of Wheat in 
Dublin (excluſive of what is fold to Meal- 
men) is about 3000 Barrels, or 1500 Quar- 
ters (that is) 78000 Quarters a Year. The 
Allowanee for baking this at 8s. 64. (taking 
it in a Medium) is 33150/ yearly for the Pro- 
fit (y) of the Baking Trade in Dublin, and 


11 


tween the Publick and the Bakers ; and as ſuch, it is 
ſubmitted to the Conſideration of thoſe, who can rectify 
the Errors of the preſent ¶ſize. (Vid. Appendiz, No. 2.) 
(D In this Profit the Bakers. Expences are included, 
and I am ſurprized at the Letter-Writer's miſtaking it. 
Suppoſe, for Argument's ſake, the Bakers Expences to 'be 
what that Writer ſays they are; there will then re- 


main a clear Sum of g9150l. per Ann. which being di- 
vided 


1 
yet now they aſk an additional Allowance 
of 9750. a Year, which in the Whole would 
amount to 42900. yearly, This is a large 
Sum, excluſive of their other Advantages : and 
it deſerves Conſideration, that this Load is 
to be chiefly borne by the Tradeſmen, Manu- 
facturers, and Poor, as they are the greateſt 
Number of the Inhabitants. But the Bakers 
have a further Gain ; for, 


THERE was originally only one ſize ſtruck 
for the Bakers and the Mealmen; and both 
Branches of the Buſineſs might be uſed by the 


Bakers, The Middle Price was fixed upon the” 


whole Quantity of Corn fold in the Market. 
But in the Year 1746, the A# of the 1gth 
Geo. II. Chap. 17, Provided, that no Perſon, 
being a Baker, ſhould at the ſame Time fol- 
low the Occupation of a Mealman; and it al- 
ſo gave a Power to the Magiſtrate to aſcer- 
tain the Price of Oatmeal, Thus the Buſineſs 
of Bakers and Mealmen became diſtinet Oc- 
cupations ; and, in a ſhort Time, diſtinèt A 
ſizes were ſet for them, though thoſe for the 

. Miealmen 


vided among 130 Baters, gives them upwards of Jol. 
a Year, apiece, at an Average. The Object of the Ba- 
king Bufmeſs is ſo neceſſary to Life, that it is not the In- 
| tereſt of the Publick to have that Buſineſs in Hands which 
can make great Fortunes out of it; nor is the overſlocking 


of 


- — 
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Mealmen have not been very regular. The 
Mealmen have an Allowance of 4s. on the 
Quarter. It being alledged that the Mealmer 
buy a worſe Corn than the Bakers, a diſtinct 
Account was kept of what was bought by 
Mealmen, and a middle Price was ſtruck up- 
on that Account, which is ſeveral Shillings 
lower than that of the Bakers. And in this 
Article, the Bakers have a large Field for Fraud 
by ſecret Truſts between them and the - Meal- 
men. For Inſtance. Suppoſe the Baker”s Middle 
Price to be 21. the Quarter, and the Mea/mars 
Middle Price to be 17. 137. Suppoſe a Baker 
buys 20 Quarters, and a Mealman as much; but 
that this, for the Whole, or in Part, is in Truft 
for the Baker; the Baker making this into 
Bread, has the Benefit: of his own Middle Price, 
and the Publick is defrauded of the Difference 
between the ſizes of the two Prices. 


HERE it may be laid down as a general Rule, 
That whatever Corn, Meal, or Flour the Baker 
gets under his Middle Price, is to his Gain, as 
what he buys above it muſt be to his Loſs. His 
Profit, therefore, is to have an high Middle Price, 
aud to get Corn, Meal, and Flour under it > and 


of any Trade, an Argument for augmenting the Profits of 
it, at the Expence of the Publick. On the contrary, fuch 
overſtocking is, PRIMA FACIE, a Proof that it is already 


ſufficiently gainful. 
a conſequently, 
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conſeguentiy, when Corn, Meal, and Flour 3s cheap, 
not to bring it into the Aſſize: as on the other 
Hand, it is his Intereſt to bring it in, when dear, 
in order to raiſe the Aſſize. Hence the Baker”s 
Profit is very great by the imported Corn and 
Flour ; for when the Price is High, he can, 
at Pleaſure, bring it into the Aſize, and 
thereby raiſe the middle Price of the Mar- 
ket e and this appears to be the Caſe in Fact, 
whenever large Quantities of imported Corn 
or Flour, are returned, And on the other 
Hand ; when the Price of the imported Corn and 
Flour is low, by not making the Returns, he pre- 
vents it's ſinking the middle Price of the Market ; 
and he gains on it, when made into Bread, the 
Advantage of an high middle Price. The Caſe, 
then, is not equal; and our Laws do not, 
nor perhaps can any Laws, (except on the Plan 
of an Exciſe, with ſufficient Powers to com- 
pell the bringing it fairly to Market) effectu- 
ally remedy this Evil. In the Year commenc- 
ing the 7th of Fuly 1750, the Quantities of 
Corn fold in Dubliu Market weekly, at a Me- 
dium, above, and under, the middle Price, were 
very nearly equal ; the Proportion of the Corn 
above the middle Price being, to that below 
it, as 92 to 94. But on a Mean of fifteen 
Weeks, that ſame Year, in which there were 
no imported Returns, the Corn below the 
middle Price, exceeded that above it, in the 


F Pro- 
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Proportion of 5 to 4 nearly: fo that plainly, 
the Markets were raiſed by the imported Re- 
turns. 


O the contrary; when the Price of Corn and 
Flour is fo /ow, that it muſt reduce the middle 
Price, if returned; in ſuch Caſe, the Returns are 
not duly made : the Laws being, as is before 
obſerved, extreamly defective, eſpecially with 
regard to the 7mported Corn and Flour. 
At a Medium for one Year from Auguſt 1ſt 
1750 to Ju 31ſt 1751 (both incluſive) the 
Iriſh Corn, as returned, fold Weekly (exclu- 
five of what was fold to the Mealmen) was 
1932 Barrels; the imported Corn, as return- 
ed, fold weekly (excluſive of that fold to Meal- 
omen) was 533 Barrels, taking one Week with 
another for the whole Year. Now the Conſump- 
tion of the Town being 3000 Barrels, at leaſt, 
and the Total of the Grain returned, as fold, 
being only 2465, the Remainder being 535 
Barrels, muſt be Corn, Meal, and Flour, 
not brought into the Aſſize, which is above a 
ſixth Part of the Conſumption (99. 


THE 


(q) That a great Part of the 7mported Corn is not 
brought into the Aſiæe, will appear by comparing the 
Market Returns with the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, And a 
large Share of the Corn uſed for Honſbold Bread is 


bought under the Middle Price; ; and a great deal of 
it 


131 


Tae greateſt Part of the Flour is zmported; 
for J find that the imported Flour, in the 
Year ending March laſt (1751) was, one Week 
with another, 471 Barrels, reckoning one hun- 
dred and a half to a Barrel, So that, by this 
Means, the Country loſes the Manufa@ure of 
the Corn beſides the Tillage (r). And far- 
ther, by the High unequal Meaſure, at which 
the Flour is now ſet, the Baker gains the 
Alſſize of that Exceſs ; as in Caſe it were 


brought in by a lower unequal Meaſure, he 
would be a Loſer by the Aſize of the Defici- 
ency. But this laſt Caſe cannot exiſt, unleſs 


it not brought to Marlet at all, but bought privately. 
So that the MippLe PRICE is ſet, not by a Real, but 
by an Apparent Market - and the Baker, in wrong of 
the Publick, hath the unlawful Gain of the Difference 
between this Fickitious and the Real Market, and gets 
the Benefit of the High Price on his Bread made of 
the low Corn. However, therefore, in General, the 
Quantity of Corn ſold at Market above the Middle Price, 
appears to be equal to that ſold See it; yet, in Rea- 
lity, the Bulk of the Corn uſed for Bread, in this 
Town, is much below it. So that it was a Juſt, as 
well as Prudent, Meaſure in the Magiſtrate of 1753, 
to declare (as he did in April, that Year) that what- 
ever Quantity was wanting in the Returns, to make 
up the weekly Conſumption of the Town, (i. e. the Differ- 
ence between the Returns and Conſumption) he would ſuppoſe 
to be a loro priced Corn, and ſtrike the A/ize accordingly. 


(r The Importation of the Flour and Corn is' ſince 
much increaſed, | 
F2 tho 


e 8 


e 
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the Meaſure be reduced under 22 Stone, or 
2 Hd and 3 Quarters, 


Upon the Whole ; as on the one Hand, the 
Bakers are 8 intitled to a reaſonable 


_ Allowance for their Livelihood, being an uſe- 


ful Body of Men in the Community, and their 
Trade being laborious ; ſo, on the other Hand, 
they have the Publick, and eſpecially the Poor, 
ſo much in their Power, that they cannot be 
too exactly, and too cloſely guarded by Laws; 
nor can the Magi/trates of this Town be too 
vigilant about their Conduct. Their Allow- 
ance ſhould be” determined for them from fair 


and accurate Experiments (s) ; the Aſize ſhould 
Eo" 5 


(s) Tt is fitting in Juſticæ as well as Prudence, to ob- 
ſerve, that theſe complicated Experiments, are liable to 
Frauds and Errors, in every Step of the Proceſs. There 
may be Frauds in the Choice of the Corn, as Damp- 
neſs, thick Rind, &: The Fallacy in the ſpecious Pro- 
poſal, of collecting a Quantity of Wheat of the Mid- 
dle Price, by taking equal Quantities from every Parcel 
in the Martet, hath been very well expoſed in the accurate 
and ingenious Annotations on the Baker*s Letter, lately publiſh- 
ed. I ſhall here only obſerve, in Addition to what is 
there laid down, that it would be quite unfair- to ex- 
clude, from ſuch a Collection, the imported Corn and 
Flour ; becauſe the Publick have a Right to the Benefit 
of it in the Experiment, as the Baker hath, in Fact, 
the Benefit of it, in his Trade and Market, There may 
be Frauds in the Mili, as by increaſing the Waſte (which 

.ought 


* 
be fairly ſtruck; in order to which it is neceſ- 
ſary, if it be practicable, hat the whole Quanti- 
y, as well as all Kinds, of the Materials of 
the Bread (Flour as well as Corn aud Meal ) 
ſhould be taken into the Aſſize ; and taken in 
by juſt Meaſure + which laſt Caution is certain- 
ly practicable. If they be not taken in, the 
Publick is wronged ; or if the Meaſure be 


unequal, the Publick or the Baker muſt be 
Loſers. 


ought not to exceed 6 lb. the Quarter) and many other 
Ways; there may be Frauds in the dreſſing; Frauds in 
mixing up the Dougb, imbezzling it, or cutting more of it, 
than the uſual Proportion, into * Loaves; ſo as, 
by an Increaſe of Surface, to make the Waſte, by E- 
vaporation, greater. There may be Frauds, or Errors, 
in overheating the Oven, and in many other Inſtances, 
which even the Expert in the Trade muſt uſe great 
Care to guard againſt, and which thoſe, who are not 
intimate in the Buſineſs, cannot detect: and any one 


of theſe Frauds, or Errors, may defeat the whole Ex- 


periment, and render the Reſult of it a mere decep- 
tion. As the Magiſtrate, therefore, is very unequally 
matched with the Bakers, in theſe Proceſſes, he cannot 
be too careful to have the Aſſiſtance and Watchfulneſs 
of diſintereſted Men, of ſtrict Probity as wu as com- 
petent Skill, on theſe Occaſions. 
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APPENDIX 


A COPY of the following LETTER to Al- 
derman French, when Lord Mayer, acciden- 

+ tally fell into my Hands, ſome Time ago. 
It contains ſo exact an Account of the Ex- 
periment made at the Work-houſe, which hath 

' been mentioned in the foregoing Paper, that 

I have here added it at large. The Writer's 

_—_ from Town at this Time, prevented 

n Application for his - leave to publiſh it ; 
| lg therefore, his Name is omilted. 


MY Like, 


JDURSUANT to your Lordſhip's Orders, I 


went to the Work-houſe, to receive three 
Barrels of Wheat, that was bought for a 
Trial. Not thinking it proper to acquieſce in 
the Market Meaſure, I caus'd Mr. Scot, one 
of the Clerks of the Market, who, for this 
Proceſs, was appointed ** your Lordſhip to at- 
tend 
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tend me, to meaſure the faid Wheat, by a 
ſcaled Barrel, belonging to the Work-houſe; 
and to ſtrike the Barrel, in the faireſt Me- 
thod. The ſeveral Remainders were laid aſide 
as ſuperfluous : The neat Weight of the three 
Barrels of Wheat rie Meaſure, was 6 hun. 
2 gr. 14 J. or in ſettle Pounds, 742 +, 
which is 17 Stone 9 Pounds and , at 14Ib, 
to the Stone, in a Mean to the Barrel. 


WE went from thence, with the Wheat, 
to the Mills at aud-Bridge; ſtaid the grind- 
ing ; allowed the Miller 17 Pounds toll for 
each Barrel ; and it being late in the Night, 
left the Griſt, under Lock and Key, in your 
Lordſhip's Houle. 


Ox Tueſday the 5th Inſt. I, with Mr. Pearſo, 
received the Griſt, carried it to the Work- 
houſe, and weighing it, found there was 6814 


Found, 
Given for Toll — 1 


Loſs in drying, &c. 9 + 


742 = 
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1 dreſs'd for White Bread 94. * 
For Wheaten Bread — 118 
For Houſhold Bread — 326 
Weight of the Bran — 141 
Loſt in dreſſing — 


Pandi. 


Flo 9 le 8 . 


681 3 


3 


Tagse ſeveral Sorts, wrought into Dough 
weigh'd, 

For white Bread, 145 k. Addi3 

on of Weight by wetting, we * 

For Wheaten Bread, 172 4. Ad- 

dition, &c. — 50 
For Houſhold Bread, 492 +. 165 2 
Addition, &Kc. — 

PROBABL , the acquired Weight from the 
Barm, Oc. may appear in a clearer View, if e- 
qual Quantities of the ſeveral Meals are taken, 
and the Proportions of augmented Weight; as 
for Example. 


_ : Ib, oz. dr. 
100 of the White Meal 1 6 
100 of the Wheaten Meal gt © 23 


100 of the Houſhold e 5 


as Wheaten Dough requires to be fenderer 
(Which 


R = Ft * : 9 * ** 4 * 
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(which is the Baker's Term for moiſt) than 
the Houſhold Dough, and the White feader- 
er than the Wheaten, an Error is very mani- 
feſt in the working of the Wheaten Dough, 
there being 5lb. 2 oz. 2 dr. leſs liquid in 100lb. 
than in the Houſhold Dough ; * there 
ought to have been more. 


Warn Dough is not ſufficiently fender, the 
Barm has not Power to ferment, and raiſe it, 
being too forcibly reſiſted by the Toughneſs 
of Dough ; and the Bread made of {ſuch 
Dough, wall appear cloſe, heavy, and not of 
2 beautiful Colour ; nor will the Increaſe of 
the Weight in the Bread from the Mea], be 
as much, as otherwiſe it would be. 


As two Barrels of this Wheat coſt 31 Shill- 
ings, the other Barrel 15 Shillings, to which 
being added the 8 Shillings Allowance per 
Quarter to the Baker ; I ſized the Weight of 
a twelve penny Loaf by the Price of the Wheat, 
at 39 Shillings the Quarter (7) ; wiz. the 

: 9 Houſhold 


i) The following Note is taken from the Ob ſervations 
on the Table of Aſſize, by a Pourneyman Baer. The 
te Baker objects againſt this Experiment, as not made 


© of middle priced Wheat: The Middle Price that 


„ Week was 1/. I1s. and the Bread in the Experi- 
“ ment, was aſſized at that Rate, though the Price of 
e the Corn uſed in the Experiment was under it; where- 
é fore there is no Foundation for this ObjeQion.” ts 


8 


2 i : 
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Houſhold twelve penny Loaf to weigh 14 
Pounds, 4 Ounces, 2 Drachms ; the Whea- 
ten twelve penny Loaf, 10 Pounds, 11 
Ounces, 1 Drachm; and the White ditto, 7 
Pounds, 2 Ounces, 1 Drachm. 


By Mr. Pearſo's Directions, I allowed to 
the Dough of the 12 penny Houſhold Loaf, 
1 Pound, 8 Ounces, for Loſs in baking ; to 
the Wheaten, x Pound, and 7 Drachms ; to 
the White, 12 Ounces ; which Proportions 
are more, than what are allowed in the 
Workhouſe, or what I have experienced in 
private baking. 


AccoRDING to this Scheme, there were 
formed, 18 white 12 penny Loaves, and 
one Piece weighing above three Pounds; 14. 
Wheaten 12 penny Loaves, one Piece about 
8 Pounds; and 30 Houſhold twelve penny 
Loaves, and two Pieces, one weighing about 
nine Pounds, the other about ten Pounds. 
Near eight of the Clock at Night, I cloſed 
the Mouth of the ſecond, or laſt Oven, and 
left Mr. Pearſon and Mr. Hawker, whom 
your Lordſhip directed to attend me that Day, 
to ſee the Loaves drawn out and weighed. 
But Mr. Pearſon went away a little after 1 
did. | hn 


TRE 


[ 43 ] 


Tax next Morning, Mr. Hawker brought 
me the Weight of the Loaves, in groſs; and 
and in particular; none of cach Sort either 
held out to the deſigned Weight, or agreed 
with one another ; but differed more or leſs, 
as they were burnt, which moſt of them were 
even to blackneſs. So that, it being impractica- 
ble to make up the Account by the Number 
of Loaves, I ſhall do it by ſubdividing the 
groſs  Weaghts of each Sort, 


As the White Bread weight) 122 lb. 
gives 17 twelve- penny Loaves ; the Vid 
weighing 144 Pounds, gives 13 twelve-penny 
Loaves ; the Houſhold weighing, 428 + Ib. 


gives thirty twelve-penny Loaves ; there are 


ſome Pounds of Bread, remaining after this 
Diviſion, but thoſe I world give in, to avoid 
2 Diſpute. 


| | i 3 d. 
17 Twelve-penny White, 13 =] 

to Wheaten, and 3o ditto% 3 0 0 

Houſhold, amounts to — 


141 * Pounds of Bran, which) 
may well be computed 1 0 © 1 
Barrel at 18. 26, 
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* 

| „ 

| Prime Coſt of the Wheat, accounted at 2 6 6 

| 6 Shill. uſual Allowance per Quarter o 9 © 

| 2 Shill. additional Allowance per Quarter o 3 O 
2 18 6 


37. 34. above the Allowances, or 107. 24. 
per Quarter, Allowance to the Baker for Charges 
and Profit. But ſuppoſe care had been taken 
(not to uſe a harſher Term) in heating the 
Ovens and Baking, it would have turned out 
thus, 


L.. d. 
18 Twelve-penny white — 
0 


Piece © 


31 Ditto Houſhold, 1 Piece 1 11 


5 
14 Ditto Wheaten, Piece © 14 9 
3 
Bran 141 Pounds 9 


Which is equal to 13s. 12d. per Quarter 
to the Batter, though the Allowance of Wet, 
and conſequently the Produce of Bread is leſs 


than uſual. 


As the Bakers generally, or rather al- 
ways, exact 20, or 21 Stone to the Barrel, 
| from 


N 


from the Farmer, their Profit exceeds the above 
mentioned, in reciprocal Proportions; this Trial 
being made by /trike Meaſure. 


Tu common Loſs of Dough, well baked 
into Bread, is 1:1b.. or 24 oz. but by the 


burning and ſtanding too long in the over-heated 
Ovens, I loſt 


Ib. E i = - on 
in 20 of the White Dough 3 1 4 
in 20 of the Wheaten Dongh 3 4 6 
in 20 of the Houſhold Dough 2 g 3 


So that, take it in the General, I loſt above 
double the Weight to common baking; and 
the Wheaten (which was baked with the Houſ- 
hold Bread) though the drieft, or leaſt tender, 


by burning, and being over-baked, loſt conſi- 
derably more than the others. 


As in this Trial, 94alb. of Meal for White, 
gained 281b. 4 oz. made into Bread; 118lb. 
8 oz. of Wheaten Flour, gained 2 pb. 8 oz. 
326:1b. of Houſhold, 10118 12 oz, The 
Quantities of Weight gained by 2olb. of the 


| ſeveral Meals or Flours being baked into 
Bread, are, | 


do 28 6d, 3 Pounds to 3 Pounds and an half, 


[46 ] 
Ib. _ 2" hy ne Us? 
20 of White Meal, baked} , 5 
into Bread, gains 40 o © nearly 
20 of Wheaten Do. baked 
into Bread, gains 


20 of Houſhold Do. bak- 6 
ed into Bread, gains 0 


8 
1 


WHEREAs 1 apprehend it ſhould DE. 


+ | b. 4 Ib. oz, 
20 of White Meal, baked 
into Bread, gains 5 9 
20 of Wheaten Do. baked 
into Bread, gains 7 6 
20 of Houſhold Do. bak- 
1.1 ed into Bread, gains b | 


As to the Charge ; Mr. Pearſon aſſures me, 
pad theſe three Barrels been brought to a 
Bake-houſe duly fitted, two Men would have 
dreſſed the Meal and have drawn the Bread 
from the Oven in ſix Hours; ſuppoſe 8 are 
allowed; and though Bakers Journeymen uſual- 
ly work 18 Hours or more in the 24, yet 
I would eſtimate the 8 Hours as zds of the 


Day, their Wagcs being 3 Shillings per Week ; 


I ſhall allow as much for their Diet ; Salt is 
commonly ſold for 2s. 4d. the hundred Weight 


0 


14 
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is generally allowed to a Barrel; 15 Sheaves 


of Furze heated the two Ovens, which being 


Mountain, I eſtimate at 28. 2d. the Load: 
Theſe being premiſed, this Account will ſtand 


thus, 44. 
| + Nis «hs 
Labour — 9 4 
Salt 10; Pounds — 0 0 2+ 
Furzee — — 2 1 4 
Barm — — 0. 9 
a 5 4 


Which is 2s. 4 2d. per Quarter, certain 
Charge; ; the Remainder is to pay the uncer- 


tain Charges of Houſe Rent, wear of Uten- 


ſils, and ** Maſter Baker. 


I BEG leave to repreſent to your Lordſhip, 


that in this Affair I have always had in view 


a due Senſe of the leaſt Abuſe of that Con- 


fidence you have been pleaſed to put in me. 
That I was fully ſenſible your Lordſhip's ſole 
Aim, was to arrive at undiſguiſed Truth. That 
] was acting in very tender Points, the Pub- 
lick, and a Corporation, who ought to meet 
with a due return to their Induſtry and Labour. 


That to avoid any Imputation of Partiality, I 


have induſtriouſly thrown the Cogniſance of the 
material 
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material Points upon others: The exact Mea- 
ſurement of the Grain, its abſolute Weight, 
have Mr. Scott, and Mr. Pearſon for Witneſ- 
ſes. The Griſt never was in my keeping; 
but if it had, the Diminution of g Pounds, 
three fourths, ſecures that Part. The Weight 
of the Bread, of the Bran, have Mr. Hawhker, 


and others to an{wer for. 


I am, 
My Los, 
Your Lordſhif's 
'March, 19, Moſt humble, and 
1732. | "JOE | 
| Moſt obedient Servant, 


No, II. 
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No, II. 


Two Experiments, made before a Committee of 
the Houſe of Commons in the Year 1733-4, 


which confirm what is before laid down 
as to the Produce of Corn, in 


(Pp. 21. 


Houſbold Meal. 


EXPERIMENT I. 
Produce of 20 Stone 
of Wheat. 
fe. bb. 

No. 1—10. 2) 
No. 2— 2. i Flour. 
No. 3— 2. 130 
Bran — 4. 3 
Toll — 1. — 
Waſte in 
grinding 3 
Do. in Bolt- 

ing — 2 


ꝙꝙ — — — 


20 


EXPERIMENT II. 
Produce of 20 Stone 
of Wheat. 

1 0: 

o. 1—10. o) 
No. 3— 3. 7 lour. 
Pollard — 1. o 
Bran — 4. 2 
Toll — 3. o 


Waſte — 5 


No. III. 
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CXPLANYATION. 


N the firſt Column is the Price of the Quar- 
ter of Wheat, which is forty Stone, the Al- 
lowance of the Magiſtrate to the Baker, for 
baking, being included. And in the other 


Columns is the Weight of the ſeveral Loaves, ſo 


that (for Example) if the Price of Wheat is two 
Pounds the Quarter, and the Magiſtrate's Al- 
lowance nine Shillings to the Baker for baking ; 
then even with two Pounds nine Shillings in 


the firſt Column, will be found the Weight 


of the ſeveral Loaves. 


Note, The White Loves are three Quar- 


ters, and the Wheaten four Filths of the 


Houſhold Loaves. 


r IN I 
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P Ss T 


IN CE the foregoing Sheets were printed 
off, I have heard that fome Perſons 
think, it might be of uſe, in Times of great 
Scarcity, to allow a fourth Sort of Bread, 
made of the whole Griſe, for the Uſe of. the 
pooreſt Claſs of People. Againſt this Pro- 
poſal, the material Objections are; Fir/?, in 
general, that the Opportunities for Frauds are 
multiplied, in Proportion to the Number of 
the n af Bread allowed ; which, probably, 
was che Reafon for difufing; 8 of the 
Sorts allowed by the old Aſiae; and I 
believe, it would be of uſe, ſtill to leſſen 
the Number, by taking away the Wura- 
TEN: Secondly, in particular, that it will be 


extreamly difficult, if at all poſſible, to guard, 


eflectually, againſt the Baker's debaſing the 
Griſt of the Quarter, either by ſubltraCting 
Flour or Meal from it, or by adding to it 
other coarſe Meal, or Bran, beſides it's own. 


If theſe Points could be ſufficiently ſecured, 


and the Bakers properly compelled to make 
it, 


Unc 


A 


— 0 — 


[ 58 ] 
it, ſuch Griſt Bread might be of uſe, when 
Corn is extreamly dear: but it ſhould ſeem, 
that the height of the Price, at which only 
the making ſuch Bread ought to be permitted, 
is more proper for the preciſe Determination 
of an expreſs Law, than for the Diſcretion of 


a Magiſtrate. 


F ox ſuch Bread, Nothing is to be taken 


out of the Quarter, or 40 Stone, of Wheat, 


but the Toll and Waste; fo that the Baker 
has 37 Stone 8 lb. of Grit ; and, there- 
fore, ought to be accountable for fifty Stone 
of Griſt Bread, at the leaſt. And, as any 
additional Labour and Expence, in making 50 
Stone of this Gri/? Bread, above what is 


neceſſary for making 40 Stone of Houſbold 


Bread, is much more than made up to the 
Baker, by ſaving the Labour and the Loſs in 
Bolting, he ought to have no greater Allow- 
ance, than on the FHou/hold, And conſequent- 
ly, the Weight of the Houſhold Loaf, accord- 
ing to the preſent Table, being increaſed by 
a fifth Part of itſelf, will give the proper 
Aſſize of ſuch Griſt Bread: and by this Rule, 
a TABLE may be cafily computed. 
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